Suspected genetic disease.
To formulate an accurate diagnosis and provide adequate management of genetic problems associated with ear malformations or hearing loss, the otolaryngologist must have an awareness of possible genetic causes of these disorders. Careful evaluation of the family history as well as examination or testing of family members might be required to arrive at a correct diagnosis. The clinical geneticist can provide assistance to the clinician with contemporary information about additional useful diagnostic studies, the possibility of prenatal diagnosis of the disorder, or in the process of genetic counseling so as to enhance the family's overall adjustment to the problem.